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1998-99 FACULTY SENATE ACTIONS
Meeting #3, October 6, 1998
S.A.3.10.98.1
Amended and adopted the agenda.
S.A.3.10.98.2
Adopted the summarized minutes for September 1, 1998 as distributed.
S.A.3.10.98.3
Adopted a memorial minute for Professor Howard Rabinowtiz (History)
S.A.3.10.98.4
Approved faculty appointments to fill vacancies on committees: Bachelor of University
Studies, Curricula, General Honors, Reseach Allocations, Undergraduate, and two
reappointments were made to the KUNM Radio Board.
S.A.3.10.98.5
Tabled a request for a new B.A. degree in African American Studies due to concerns
about the clarity of the proposal.
S.A.3.10.98.6
Approved revision of degree - Graduate Program in Philosophy.
S.A.3.10.98. 7
Approved deletion of concentration -Asian and Comparative Philosophy.
S.A.3.10.98.8
Approved deletion of concentration - Buddhist Philosophy.
S.A.3.10.98.9
Approved deletion of concentration - History of Modern Philosophy.
S.A.3.10.98.1 0
Approved deletion of concentration - Philosophy of Literature.
S.A.3.10.98.11
Approved deletion of concentration - Philosophy of Science.
S.A.3.10.98.12
Approved deletion of concentration - Religious Studies.
5.A.3.10.98.13
Approved name change of concentration - Economics, Environment, and Policy.
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NEXT MEETING: November 3, 1998, 3:30 p.m., Kiva
The Faculty Senate meeting was called to order at 3:35 p.m., October 6, 1998, in the Kiva. Senate
President Jonathan Porter presided .
1.
Approval of Agenda (Action: Amended and Adopted)
2.
Approval of Summarized Minutes for September 6 1 1998 (Action: Adopted)
3.
President's Report
President William C. Gordon reported on the following issues.
• The four-year institutions in the State plan to approach the legislature with a common agenda
for funding priorities. In priority order they are as follows:
1. A proposed five-year plan that will bring faculty and staff salary levels at the four-year
institutions to the average of the peer institutions; (The plan proposes an 8% increase for
this coming year, followed by four consecutive years of a minimum average of 5%
increase .)
2. Full formula funding;
3. Improvement in funding formulas for building and equipment renewal and replacement;
4. Improvement in funding for libraries;
5. Improvement in the funding formula for extended learning;
6. Proposals to institute any new special projects or increases in the funding level for
currently existing special projects.
• The four-year institutions are working in concert to develop a set of performance effectiveness
measures for higher education in the State. Two major sections to this plan will be 1) common
measures, and 2) institution specific measures.
• President Gordon recapped his continued plans for open and free communications between
faculty/staff and UNM administrators. Some efforts to enhance communications include a
home page for the President's Office, a joint Deans' Council and Executive Cabinet meeting in
the near future , and a open forum for faculty on November 19. President Gordon invites input
from the campus community on ways to further enhance the communications processes on
campus. Additionally , President Gordon stressed the Faculty Senate needs to communicate
broadly with the faculty on relevant issues.
4.
Provost's Report
Provost F. Chris Garcia reported on the following issues.
• Faculty and staff will be asked to participate in the development of the performance
effectiveness measures dealing with research and public service. The section of the plan
measuring student credit hours and retention rates is being developed at this time . It is
estimated the plan will take one to two years to complete.
• Official enrollment figures reported for UNM are : freshmen student head count up 23.5% ;
total student credit hours up 1.24%; and graduate student credit hours down 8%. The head
count for graduate students is down 6% . This is the fourth year of declining graduate student
FTEs. A closer examination of this issue has been undertaken and will involve input from the
campus community.
• Three issues of concern: a faculty dispute resolutions center; the staff and administrative
structure report; and the evaluations of administrators by faculty are being addressed.
• UNM has submitted a proposal to be considered as a local site, or point-of-contact, for the
Western Governors' University (WGU) .
The Board of Regents recently approved a Master of Fine Arts in Dram_atic Writing f~r the
Theatre and Dance Department. The Regents' Academic/Student Affairs Subcommittee has
approved a proposal from the Taos Education Center seeking branch status.
UN M's funded research is up by 10.7%, to $176 million.
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Senate President's Report
Senate President Jonathan Porter reported on the following issues:
• A gubernatorial town hall sponso red by the Staff Council , Faculty Senate, GPSA and
Associated Students of UNM will be held on Tuesday, October 20, 1998, at 1 p.m. , in the SUB
ba llroom.
•
Welcomed Vivian Vale nci a back to her previous role of Secretary of the University.
• The tallying of the results of the recent ballot to general faculty for the election of faculty
membership to the Presidential Sea rch Committee has been completed. The names of the ten
nominees receiving the highest votes have been forwa rded to Regent President W illard and
Regent Brazil. The Regents will select three faculty to serve on the Presidential Search
Committee .
• Jonathan Porter and Beulah Woodfi n attended a meeting of the Faculty President's Council of
the NM Public Universities in Socorro , NM on September 9, 1998, to discuss legislative
funding priorities.
Memorial Minute for Professor Howard Rabinowitz (History) (Action: Adopted)
Faculty Appo intments to Comm ittees (Action: Approved)
Appointments to fill vacancies on the fo llowing committees were approved: Bachelor of University
Studies, Curricula, General Honors, Research Allocations and Undergraduate. Two
reappointments were made to the KUNM Radio Board.
Possible Constitutional Amendments Regarding Faculty Representation on the Senate and
Senate President Elections
The Co mmittee on Governance is considering the following changes to the Faculty Constitution in
order to im prove partici pati on in faculty governance: 1) changing the way in which senators
represent constituent faculty groups, and 2) changing the election of the Senate President by vote
of the general faculty instead of by the Faculty Senate. Senators, who polled their colleagues on
the proposed chang es, received few responses. Jane Slaughter, Chair, Committee on
Govern ance, asked th at comments to be sent to her to mjane@unm.edu .
Forms C from the Curricula Committee)
•
New B.A. degree (Afri can American Studies) (Action: Tabled)
•
Revision of degree (Graduate Program in Philosophy) (Action: Approved)
•
Deletion of concentration (Asian and Comparative Philosophy (Action: Approved)
•
Deletion of concentration (Buddhist Philosophy) (Action: Approved)
•
Deleti on of concentration (History of Modern Philosophy) (Action: Approved)
•
Deleti on co ncentrati on (Philosophy of Literature) (Action: Approved)
•
Deletion of concentration (Philosophy of Science) (Action: Approved)
•
Deleti on of concentration (Religious Studies) (Action: Approved)
•
Name change of concentration (Econom ics, Environment, and Policy) (Action: Approved)
Governmental Relations Committee Report
Beulah Woodfin , Chair, Governmental Relations Committee, reported the results of the
Committee 's faculty questionnaire on the direct election of regents , merit selection of regents,
faculty regent, and faculty unionization . Votes received were in the "strongly in favor" range for all
the issues presented in the questionnaire . The results will be posted on the Faculty Senate's web
page.
Faculty Benefits Issues
Kari Ward-Ka rr, Chair, Faculty & Staff Benefits Committee, reported on : the FSBC's
recommendation to adopt a more formal policy on Faculty Sick Leave; a proposed long-term care
insurance for UNM employees and their families; long-term goals set by the Educational
Retirement Board · the Educational Retirement Board 's 1999 legislative position on retirement
benefits; and on the proposed constitutional amendment that prohibits the_ expendit~re or
encumbrances of retirement trust funds for other than the sole and exclusive benefit of ERB
members, reti rees and other beneficiaries of that system . A proposed policy on Faculty Sick
Leave wi ll be discussed at the Senate's next meeting .
Intellectual Property Policy
.
The Research Policy Comm ittee has drafted a policy on intellectual property and seeks input
before it is adopted in final form by the Senate at its November 3 meeting .
Open Discussion and New Business
There was no new business to come before the Senate at this time.
Adjournment (Adjourned at 5:37 p.m.)

COMPLETE SUMMARIZED MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH HTTP://WWW.UNM.EDUl~FACSEN AND
THROUGH THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, SCHOLES 101 (277-4664)

